
Mapping Canadian History



1600-1760: Early Colonial North America
France and Britain were constantly 
at war over their colonies in North 
America- fighting for control of the 
rich resources of North America, 
especially the fur trade. France had 
the rich fur trading colony of New 
France, and Britain had Rupert’s 
Land (controlled by the Hudson’s 
Bay Company) and 13 colonies 
along the Atlantic Coast (present 
day USA).



1756-1763: The Seven Years War

● Britain launched an all-out attack against the 
French. They fought in Europe and in the colonies

● Battle of the Plains of Abraham, taking Quebec City
● The French control of Canada ended in 1760 with 

the fall of Montréal to the British, New France 
became a colony of Britain

● 65,000 French speaking, Roman Catholic 
Canadiens lived there

● The British expected an increase of British settlers 
soon after they took over, did not happen :(

● Eventually it was decided that the colony should be 
governed according to familiar French laws, as they 
needed to find a way to work together with the 
French population that they governed

● This was known as the Quebec Act.





1775-1783: The American Revolution
● Britain loses control of the 13 American colonies 

- colonies become the United States of America.
● Loyalists: People from the American colonies 

that fought on the side of Britain during the 
Revolution

● Many Loyalists escaped to Quebec and the 
Atlantic colonies of Canada after the revolution.

● This huge number of Loyalists changed the 
population makeup of Quebec, and increased 
the English speaking population

● To help ease tension between the French and 
British population of Quebec, the colony was 
divided into Upper Canada and Lower Canada

● Upper Canada: English-speaking, Protestant
● Lower Canada: French-speaking, Catholic 



1775-1783: The American Revolution & British Loyalists
Black Loyalists:

- Many free and escaped slaves fought for the 
side of Britain, who promised sanctity and 
freedom on British North America if they fought 
on the side of Britain

First Nations Loyalists:
- Britain promised First Nations people to protect 

Native land from encroaching American 
settlements

Remaining Loyalists:
- Some felt tightly connected to Great Britain
- Some were from other religious or linguistic 

minorities and thought treatment would be better 
under British rule

- Others were lured by the promise of free land 
and provisions



1812-1814: The War of 1812
● Tension between America and Britain due to Britain 

stopping American ships from trading in Europe.
● The War of 1812 began as a military conflict 

between the USA and Britain
● The British North American colonies got swept up in 

the war and were invaded many times.
● Loyalists in the British North American colonies 

fought hard against the Americans and succeeded 
in defending the colonies

● Black Loyalists, First Nations, French, and British all 
fought together.

● As a result of the war, a new sense of nationalism 
emerged. The war gave “Canadians” their first 
sense of community and nationhood.



War of 1812

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_L-vL5NFkYA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQyPXOHvwEc


1812-1814: The War of 1812
Other results of the War:
1. Americans not allowed to come to British 

North America
2. Border at 49th parallel stabilized as the 

division between the USA and British 
North America

3. Great Lakes demilitarized
4. Britain began to respect US as a nation
5. Sense of unity between English and 

French Canada
6. Maritimes (Atlantic Colonies) made 

money from the war
7. Immigration increased rapidly after 1814
8. First Nations people were exploited

What’s that all about?



The War of 1812
1. What is the 49th parallel?
Latitude line

- Horizontal mapping lines on Earth are lines of 
latitude. They are known as "parallels" of latitude, 
because they run parallel to the equator. Combined 
with longitude establishes a precise location

- Latitude lines are a numerical way to measure how 
far north or south of the equator a place is located.

2. After the War of 1812, a straight line 
would be used- the 49th parallel – to 
demarcate the border up to the Rockies. 

3. In 1846, the line was further extended

4. An exception of this line of latitude is: The 
Great Lakes and Eastern Canada



The Great Lakes

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBRcOLcEwF0


1812-1814: The War of 1812
Other results of the War:
1. Americans not allowed to come to British 

North America
2. Border at 49th parallel stabilized as the 

division between the USA and British 
North America

3. Great Lakes demilitarized
4. Britain began to respect US as a nation
5. Sense of unity between English and 

French Canada
6. Maritimes (Atlantic Colonies) made 

money from the war
7. Immigration increased rapidly after 1814
8. First Nations people were exploited



War of 1812
Growth of the colonies was at the 
expense of the First nations people.

Vital part of the colonies in many 
ways:

- Defense / military alliance
- Fur trade

Negatively Impacted through:

- Disease brought by Europeans
- Starvation after losing land and 

access to traditional food 
sources

- Forced to give up land to make 
way for European immigrants

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPqFcLTR2w8


1837-1838: Upper and Lower Canada Rebellions
● The two colonies of Upper and Lower 

Canada were in political turmoil (unrest).
● In both colonies violent rebellions 

against the British government were 
launched, in an effort to start a 
Revolution

● Both were unsuccessful and resulted in 
the union of Upper and Lower Canada 
into the province of Canada

● This new province contained Canada 
East (formerly Upper Canada) and 
Canada West (formerly Lower Canada).





1861-1865: American Civil War
● The American Civil War was fought between the 

Northern United States and the Southern United 
States

● Slavery was a factor: the Northern United States 
were in support of abolition, and the Southern 
United States believed it was within their right to 
own slaves, and an economic necessity.

● The British North American colonies had abolished 
slavery in 1834

● But many people in the colonies supported and 
fought on the side of the South

● Various reasons:
○ Economic
○ Religious,
○ Anti-British and anti-Canadian feelings in the 

Northern USA



1861-1865: American Civil War
● After the North won the civil war, the idea of 

Manifest Destiny grew in popularity
● The idea that the United States of America was 

destined to conquer and control all of North 
America

● Fear of Manifest Destiny in the British North 
American colonies, along with a number of political 
and economic factors led to the colonies 
considering strengthening the small, weak 
colonies by joining them into a bigger, richer, more 
defendable unit or country

● 1867: Canada East, Canada West, Nova Scotia, 
and New Brunswick united to form the country 
(dominion) of Canada

● Consisting of the provinces of Ontario (Canada 
East), Quebec (Canada West), Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick. The remaining colonies did not 
join Canada as provinces until later on.



Confederation 1867

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vBGNEJpznNE


Your Task
Take this very brief history we have viewed and discussed, create a timeline of 
causes and consequences. What events happened, in what order, and what was 
the result?.

You must include:

- Early colonization
- The Seven Years’ War
- The Quebec Act
- The American Revolution
- British Loyalists
- The War of 1812
- The American Civil War
- Confederation


