
 
 

Factors that led to Confederation 

Context. The Colonies: 
 
Newfoundland 
The people in this colony of 122,000 lived in the bustling port of St.John’s or in tiny fishing 
outports sprinkled along the windswept coast. Newfoundland was the most British of the North 
American colonies. Facing the Atlantic Ocean and isolated from its neighbours, the colony felt 
closer to London than to Montreal or Toronto. The main industries were fishing and seal 
hunting. Poor soil for farming, a harsh climate, and unpredictable fish stocks led to many hard 
years and poverty. 
 
Prince Edward Island 
With the smallest population of  94,000, it was a colony of farmers and fishers. The Islanders 
were independent and hard working, who resented the power of the wealthy landlords who 
owned their land but lived in Britain. 
 
Nova Scotia 
It was a prosperous colony of 400,000 people. Timber supported a thriving ship-building 
industry, and fishing and lumber flourished. Exports of coal, fish, and wood were traded to the 
United States. A railway and ports made Halifax wealthy. 
 
New Brunswick 
A lively colony with 300,000 people, rich forests, rivers, and a year-round, ice-free harbour. Its 
main industry was logging, and people exported high-quality wood for ship masts and building 
lumber to the USA and Britain. Saint John was one one of the largest towns in British north 
America. 
 
United Province of Canada (East and West) 
In 1841, the British government united Upper and Lower Canada to create the United Province 
of Canada. The growing colony was dynamic but divided. The mainly English-speaking and 
Protestant people of Canada West (formerly Upper Canada) were uncomfortable being tied to 
the French-speaking and Catholic people of Canada East (formerly Lower Canada). 
 
Rupert’s Land 
A land of plains and mountains owned by the Hudson’s Bay Company and home to Aboriginal 
communities and fur-trading posts. 
 
British Columbia 
The tiny settlements on the west coast were closer to the American states and to 
Russian-owned Alaska than to any of the British North American colonies. Until 1856 only 1000 
white immigrants lived in the region and 50,000 Aboriginal people. The Gold Rush of 1858 drew 
hordes, devastated the Aboriginal population with disease, and resulted in the Aboriginal 
population dropping to 30,000 and the white community growing to 10,000. 
  










